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DISAPPEARED PERSONS 


ASST SECT VAXY 
E.O. 12065: XDS-1 1 
TAC3-S: SHUM, AR 

SUBJECT: (C) CLARIFICATION OF NUMBER OF 
PEF-: BUENOS AIRES 0461 

1. (C- ENTIRE TEXT) 

2. WHEN IS USED THE FIGURE 55 PERSONS DISAPPEARING ppr momtu 

IT T ° BE IBLUSTHATIVE^AND^I SJS” 

embassy to HAVE ^SAPPEAH E Sf2) AN ESTIMATE 
TIME LAG FACTOP THAT IS, WE ESTIMATE HIGHER FIGUHFS 
M MAMNKS FOR RECENT MONTHS BECAUSE WE KNOW THAT 
TIME MUST PASS BEFORE REPORTS FINALLY REACH US FFOM PAMTTY 
MEMBERS (OFTEN VIA FAMILIES IN THE UNITED STATES WHO STTB 
SEQUENTLY WRITE TO MEMBERS OF CONGRESS OR HUMAN RIGHTS 
GROUPS OUTSIDE ARGENTINA). AND 3) ANESTIMATED"NM 
REPORTED TO US" FACTOR - I.E. WE ESTIMATE DISAPPEARANGFS 
INVARIABLY HIGHER THAN THOSE ACTUALLY REPORTED TO 
-BIS EMBASSY BECAUSE WE KNOW THAT ONLY A PRECENTAGE 

cotimiiguL NOW WHAT PERCENTAGF) AEE reported to us. 

- 00 ' HFIDEPfTIAL 

0 2 BUENOS 00573 192156Z 

3. TO ELABORATE ON POINT TWO ABOVE: WHEN WF RFPORTVTi 

«TFFfoM F J ISA ? PEABANCES IN NOVEMBER 1978 (BUENOS 
A >1 ™ 5 „ 9209 ) WE LISTED SEPTEMBER AND OCTOBER DIS- 

REPORTED TO US AH THE TIXME AS 22 AND 17 
THESE NOW STAND AT 31 AND 23. AND THEPE ALWAYS EYISTS 
BILITY OF COURSE THHAT OTERS WILL BE ADDED L.Iter! 

TOTTrp V mir£ EGRET ELASTICITY OF THIS KIND OF‘ REPORTING 

^ FACT IE THAT-WHEN WE REPORTED LATS AUGUST * T * 
DISAPPEARANCES FOR THE YEAR IN PROGRESS (197P Tuivunc 
AIRES 6527) THE AVERAGE PER MONTH APPEARED TO STMD 
IN NOVEMBER WE REPORTED JANUARY-OCTOBER 
DATA (1978 BUENOS AIRES 9209) THE AVERAGE STOOD AT 

El 3uI A r M ^ I cc PPEARANCES ?0R 1978 PRESENTLY REPORTED 
TO THE EMBASSY STAND AT 450 — WHICH WOULD APPEAR TO 

mTDTJn IN A THE LAST RE P° RTEI) AVERAGE OF 38 PER MONTH 
DURING NOVEMBER AND ECEMBER HOWEVER ONLY 15 DIS¬ 
APPEARANCES WERE_REPORTED (fi IN NOVEMBER AND 7 IN 
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